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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 

     It gives me immense pleasure to present the 

December 2020 edition of our cultural 

newsletter 'Bharat Darpan' or 'Indischer Speigel'. 

 

      The Consulate organised a virtual carol 

singing event for children on the occasion of the 

Saint Nikolaus Day. We received an  

overwhelming response from our little stars who 

mesmerised everyone with their singing talent 

and brought a lot of cheer and happiness in our 

lives during the pandemic times. 

 

      A session on immigration issues was another 

attraction of the month. Mr Nobert Euler 

answered many queries and provided 

guidance on various immigration related issues. 

The event was very well received and it will be 

our endeavour to remain engaged with the 

Indian community and the German authorities 

on immigration issues. 

          

      With its unique architectural and cultural 

heritage as well as natural beauty, Goa is one 

of the most visited tourist destinations in India. 

Besides, the culinary delights of Goa along with 

the warm sunny seashores makes it a unique 

location to unwind. I hope you will enjoy our 

special feature on this beautiful and welcoming 

state. 

          

       To conclude, let me convey my warmest 

greetings to our readers as we enter a new year 

and a new decade.  

                                                     (Amit Telang) 
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On the occasion of ‘Vijay Diwas’ on 16 December, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi visited the National War Memorial in Delhi and 

paid tribute to the martyrs of the 1971 India-Pakistan war. In a 

tweet, the Prime Minister said, "Armed Forces Flag Day is a day to 

express gratitude to our armed forces and their families. India is 

proud of their heroic service and selfless sacrifice”. India’s Defence 

Minister Shri Rajnath Singh also extended his best wishes to the 

people of India on the occasion and saluted the bravery and 

courage of the Indian Army.  

 

 

 

INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 2 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of the New 

Parliament Building on 10th December 2020. The new building is an 

intrinsic part of the vision of ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ and will be a 

landmark opportunity to build a peoples’ Parliament for the first time 

after independence, one which will match the needs and aspirations 

of ‘New India’ in the 75th anniversary of independence in 2022. 

Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said today is a milestone 

in India's democratic history, filled with the idea of Indianness. 

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi  visited Gurdwara Rakabganj  in New 

Delhi on 20th December  and paid tributes to Guru Teg Bahadur for his 

supreme sacrifice. In a tweet, the Prime Minister said, "Sri Guru Tegh 

Bahadur Ji’s life epitomised courage and compassion.  On his 

Shaheedi Diwas, I bow to the great Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji and recall 

his vision for a just and inclusive society." 

 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed at the centenary 

celebrations of Visva-Bharati University, Shantiniketan  on 24 

December through video conference. Speaking on the occasion,  

Prime Minister said, “100 years of Visva-Bharati is a matter of pride 

to every Indian. The journey of Visva-Bharati is special as it is a 

reflection of ideas of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. This is a place 

which gives energy to many scientists, artists and experts in other 

fields.” 
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed at the centenary celebrations of Visva-Bharati 

University, Shantiniketan  on 24 December through video conference. Speaking on the occasion,  

Prime Minister said, “100 years of Visva-Bharati is a matter of pride to every Indian. The journey of 

Visva-Bharati is special as it is a reflection of ideas of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. This is a place 

which gives energy to many scientists, artists and experts in other fields. ….“The University is called 

Visva-Bharati which brings a synergy between country and the rest of the world. Atmanirbhar Bharat 

also draws its inspiration from here. Our development is not alone for development of the country 

but for the well being of entire world....”  

 

PM launches Ayushman Bharat healthcare scheme for Jammu & Kashmir : 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi  launched Ayushman Bharat (PM-JAY) coverage to all residents 

of Jammu & Kashmir through video conference. The Prime Minister also interacted with the 

beneficiaries from the region. He also recalled the special bond that Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee had 

with Jammu and Kashmir and said that the former Prime Minister’s dictum of ‘insaniyat, jamhuriyat 

and Kashmiriyat’  will always be there to guide us. Talking about the Jammu and Kashmir 

Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY SEHAT scheme, the Prime Minister said getting free treatment up to 5 

lakh rupees under this scheme would improve the ease of living. The Prime Minister termed the 

extension of the coverage of Ayushman Yojna to all the residents as historic and expressed 

happiness seeing Jammu and Kashmir take these steps for the development of its people. 
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Fontainhas - Ancient 

portuguese colony in Goa 

Arambol Beach - Fisherman 

Village Attracts Many Tourists 
Basilica of Bom Jesus - A 

UNESCO World Heritage 
Site 

Goa’s landscape is dotted with a vast range of accommodation options, ranging from ultra-

luxurious resorts and boutique hotels to youth hostels, budget-friendly guest houses and private, 

rentable spaces. There are so many aspects that make Goa a holiday hotspot for large families, 

solo travellers, backpackers and every other kind of traveller. During winter, its festive ambience is 

at its peak, while in summers, it boasts lovely weather that’s perfect for a splash in the sea. Monsoon 

spreads lush greenery across its verdant vistas, peppered with gorgeous waterfalls.  

 

Lady of Immaculate 

conception church, 

Panaji 

*  SPECIAL FEATURE: GOA 3 

The beautiful state of Goa is a traveller's paradise. Formerly 

a Portuguese colony, State of Goa is renowned for its 

breathtaking beaches, rich culture and pristine natural 

beauty. It offers travellers a chance to experience a unique 

blend of sun, sea, sand, forests, monuments, delectable 

cuisine and spirituality that attract tourists of all age groups. 

 

We will try to give you a glimpse of some of the attractions that you may consider visiting while 

you are in Goa.  

 

Goas capital Panaji is located on the banks of River Mandovi and is 

considered to be one of the country's most relaxed cities. Formerly 

known as Panjim, the city boasts lovely cafes and restaurants, 

colonial-era buildings, gorgeous churches and a stunning riverside 

promenade. The narrow by-lanes of the Latin Quarter are a must-

visit to get a taste of the city's Portuguese heritage. Among Panaji's 

most popular sites are Our Lady of Immaculate Conception Church, 

Adil Shah's Palace, which is Goa's oldest surviving building, 

Mahalaxmi Temple, Chapel of St Sebastian and Maruti Temple. 
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The quaint hamlet of Reis Magos (meaning three wise men) is home to two 

famous landmarks: the Reis Magos Fort and the Reis Magos Church. The fort 

of Reis Magos was built in 1551 and is listed under the Goa Ancient 

Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act. Located on the 

banks of River Mandovi, the fort is a wonderful example of the confluence 

of Hindu and Portuguese architectural styles. 

Probably the most famous church in Goa and one of the most 

revered by Christians globally, the Basilica of Bom Jesus in Old Goa 

is famed for housing the mortal remains of St Francis Xavier. This 

complex, along with some other churches of Old Goa, features on 

the UNESCO World Heritage list. Its exterior facade, built using black 

granite, is noted for Baroque architecture combined with Doric, 

Corinthian and composite influences.  Other popular churches in 

Goa include St Francis Of Assisi, St Cajetan's Church and Our Lady 

Of Immaculate Conception Church etc.  

 

 

Touted as the commercial capital of Goa, Margao has a delightful 

collection of Portuguese churches and residential buildings. It is 

often called Margaon or Madgaon and is the second-largest city in 

the state of Goa by population. At the entrance of the city, visitors 

are greeted by the Largo de Igreja, or the Church of the Holy Spirit. 

Built by the Portuguese in 1675, it is one of the most beautiful 

examples of late-Baroque architecture in the state.  

 

Located about 25 km from the state capital, this temple is 

dedicated to Lord Naguesh, known as Lord Nagnath in ancient 

times, who is believed to be an incarnation of Lord Shiva. The area 

surrounding the temple is known as Nagueshi. The temple boasts 

colourful images of gods and goddesses around the base of the 

deepstambha (lamp tower) and an ancient water reservoir, which 

is surrounded by palm trees.  

 

 
Built to defend and protect Old Goa from potential invasions, Fort 

Aguada is the largest and the best-preserved Portuguese bastion in 

the state. The fort was constructed in 1612 to guard against 

the Dutch and the Marathas. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marathas
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Goan beaches  

Renowned for its serene vistas of swaying palms, golden sand 

and the unusual rock formations overlying a cove of white 

sand, Anjuna Beach is located about 18 km away from Panaji. 

A weekly flea market draws a large number of visitors every 

Wednesday, offering an array of apparel, footwear, jewellery, 

souvenirs, knick-knacks and more. There are many beach 

shacks here that have achieved legendary status. 

Additionally, there are some youth hostels here too.  Other 

popular beaches in Goa are Baga, Miramar, Calangute and 

vagator beaches.  

 
 

Water Sports In Goa 

If you love water sports, you cannot find a better place than Goa. 

From swimming to snorkelling, an array of options are on offer at 

several beaches. Someof them include windsurfing, waterskiing, 

jetskiing, parasailing, banana boat riding, scuba diving, 

catamaran sailing and a lot more. Sunset and moonlight cruises, 

dolphin cruises and other adventurous cruises are also available. 

 
 

Culture of Goa - As one of the smallest states in India in terms of geographical extent, Goa has a 

large spectrum of cultural experiences. Portuguese, Maharashtrian and Konkani influences are 

evident in language, food, architecture, dress and dance. Several festivals are celebrated here that 

bear testimony to its multi-cultural glory. Padma Vibhushan, Mario Miranda, the renowned cartoonist 

and illustrator, spent years creating several of his signature artworks here. Celebrated fashion designer 

Wendell Rodricks, too, is based out of this beautiful state. 

 

Goa is famous for its Indo-Latin festivals, carnivals, and fiesta. Top festivals to enjoy here are Easter, 

Diwali, Christmas, GaneshChaturthi, Goa carnival, Feast of St. Francis Xavier and others.Apart from 

religious festivals, Goa is the land, where festivals for music, dance, and other cultural elements are 

conducted. 
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Goan food is heavily influenced by the state's location on the coast and seafood is prominent in Goan 

cooking. The cuisine of Goa is a delicious reflection of its history & heritage. Seafood, coconut milk, 

rice, and local spices are main ingredients of Goan cuisine. 

 Typical Goan breakfasts include the baji-pao which is a plate of spicy, stewed 

vegetables flavoured by coconut and served with a spongy bread roll (pao) 

freshly baked and introduced by the Portuguese. 

 

 

The traditional Goan fish curry is flavoured with coconut, dried fish and red chilly 

and is served with white rice, fresh fish and pickle. Pork is eaten in Goa (unlike 

in the majority of India) and is cooked in a spicy stew or roasted and stuffed. 

 

Sannas are Goan steamed rice cakes / bread that is usually relished with a 

popular dish in Goa known as sorpotel.  Sorpotel is an essential Indian pork 

Curry from the former Portuguese colony and the west Indian state of Goa. 

 

Bebinca is a popular cake in Goa and is a heavy pudding made from coconut 

oil, sugar and egg yolks. Variations include batica (often served warm) 

and dodol which is served at Christmas time or during various Goa festivals. 

The traditional Goan tipple is feni made from fermented cashew or coconut. 

Feni is a unique brandy that is produced from cashew nuts and only produced 

in the state of Goa, India. It is crafted by hand in small batches using traditional 

pot still distilling techniques.  

An authentic Goan delicacy, Dodol is a luscious dessert that will take your 

taste buds on a heavenly ride. The Dodol is a  Christmas cake made with 

cane sugar, coconut milk, cashew, and rice flour. 

The large numbers of foreign tourists that pass through Goa means that continental / world food as 

well as Goan food is common on the menu, especially in tourist areas near the coast. Options include 

omelettes with a variety of fillings, muesli with fresh fruit and curd and Israeli breakfasts with salad, 

hummus and pita. 

https://www.travel-india-goa-guide.com/goa_festivals.html
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CGI Frankfurt organized an online interaction 

Indian student on 6 November 2020. The session 

was attended by representatives of seven Indian 

students’ associations within the jurisdiction of CGI, 

Frankfurt. Various steps and initiatives regarding 

welfare of students were discussed. 

 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang and his family conveyed 

their Christmas and New Year greetings to Indian 

community and German friends through a video 

message which may accessed here:  

https://youtu.be/qW41g_C8bjs . 

On 19 December, 2020, Consulate General of India, 

Frankfurt in collaboration with the Department of 

Foreign Affairs, Frankfurt organized an interactive 

session on immigration issues with Mr. Norbert Euler, 

Head of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Frankfurt. Mr. 

Kerry Reddington, Deputy Chairman, Foreigners 

Adivsory Council, Frankfurt moderated the session. 

 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES 4 

Carol Singing Contest- Consulate received an extremely overwhelming response for its initiative 

of oganizing a Carol Singing Contest for children on the occasion of the Saint Nicholas Day on 

6th December 2020. Apart from several enteries of songs received from children across Germany, 

Consulate also received a very warm response from a number of dignitaries for this initiative.   

 
The officials of the Consulate also sang the Hymn “Abide with me” 

paying tribute to the frontline workers who sacrificed their lives in the 

pandemic.  

Some of these songs and messages have been uploaded on our 

Youtube channel. 

https://youtu.be/5yFPy4AGaiU;https://youtu.be/CaM804qlX4Y;http

s://youtu.be/CTwFdEBpeg0    

 

During the interactive session, Mr. Euler responded to several queries from the Indian Diaspora 

and informed about the regulations and procedure for immigration-related formalities. 

Please watch the full session on our Youtube Channel:  https://youtu.be/0TFIJVN2T6A 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FqW41g_C8bjs%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0tcMmh-ClUVop9YZqkUyqifxSoUeN29UKFskrXPzbDUtdIW8l9vJgqV3Q&h=AT1qmX38B6wjkXBmwh08X4Agp8NfVv0vNLZL9tDzUmb7K2kmudnrW9btDQ9wrqOTmgYOv1QgDfDTGGtAjnmNyMnZOlVrvERT4vSME1-8Rm1qYpMeX1uoXTJtjilabiL3gH4&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0e4iwhkAlbrjM3N5Z9ackSjVy-lpI0elKwyuMpr6mKblk-alrwnjnOW1-tCaFcRYBGbzSgDj4wFfyq4WS-H7n4Jddwb6yEIxOcAHZXt6ONfVb5BvbPKNmOWzqFHNL22eI1AkRldRSCR2cuIxGH2tKYJ0EvOJlGUXGdH7XBfmQ1qWyLmEhf_PHafoT7an121SWrNmPDopEMpQAEUwW7K5w#_blank
https://youtu.be/5yFPy4AGaiU
https://youtu.be/CaM804qlX4Y
https://youtu.be/CTwFdEBpeg0
https://youtu.be/CTwFdEBpeg0
https://youtu.be/0TFIJVN2T6A
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धन्यवाद 

Danke  schön 

*Pictures courtesy : https://goa-tourism.com & https://www.holidify.com 
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https://goa-tourism.com/

