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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL

Dear friends,
I am delighted to share the July 2021
edition of our Cultural Newsletter: ‘Bharat
Darpan’.
Important developments in this edition
include promotion of AYUSH and initiatives to
celebrate 75 years of India’s Independence
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’.
As part of our regular feature
showcasing different Indian states, we have
covered Odisha (Orissa) which is known for its
rich culture, history and architecture.
In this edition, we also bring you the
interview of Prof. Dr. Almuth Degener, Head of
Indology Department, University of Mainz.
Besides, we are happy to share with you some
of the cultural and outreach activities of the
Consulate organised in the month of July 2021.
I hope you will enjoy the newsletter. We
welcome your feedback on the email id
picoffice.frankfurt@mea.gov.in
Yours sincerely,
Dr. Amit Telang

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/
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INITIATIVES OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
On 8 July, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
Addressed the directors of centrally funded

2

technical institutions of India and said that
there is a need to adapt higher education

2

and technical education to keep in tune with
The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressed

2

policy makers in the domain of education and

the changing environment and emerging
challenges.

skill development, students and teachers, across

the country via video conferencing to mark the
completion of one year of reforms under the
National Education Policy 2020.
National AYUSH Mission:
The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has approved the continuation of
National AYUSH Mission (NAM).

Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National AYUSH Mission is being implemented by Ministry of AYUSH,
Government of India with the objectives of providing cost effective AYUSH Services.
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav is being celebrated across
the nation to commemorate India’s 75 Years of
Independence. Several events are being organized
to enlist the participation of the people in this
commemoration.
One such unique initiative connected with the National Anthem has been taken up by the
Ministry of Culture for celebrating Independence Day this year to instill pride and unity among
Indians all around the world. Under this initiative, the people have been invited to sing the
National anthem and upload the video on website www.rashtragaan.in The initiative was
announced by the Prime Minister in his Mann Ki Baat on 25th July as a part of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav.
Tribute to leaders of India’s Independence Movement: Prime Minister also paid tributes to
Lokmanya Tilak and Chandra Shekhar Azad on their birth anniversaries. Taking to Twitter, Modi
said Bal Gangadhar Tilak was a firm believer in Indian values and ethos, adding his views on
education and women empowerment continued to motivate people. While paying tributes to
the revolutionary Chandra Shekhar Azad, Prime Minister Modi said, “he was a futuristic thinker and
dreamt of a strong and just India”.
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* SPECIAL FEATURE: ODISHA

Odisha (Orissa) is situated on the coast along the Bay of Bengal. The state is known for its glory of
ancient times. Odisha contributes significantly to India’s rich cultural heritage and diverse
landscape with a number of exquisite temples, historic monuments, beautiful beaches, rivers,
waterfalls and hills.
Odisha produces one of the finest Indian art and
architecture. The mural painting and silver ornamentation
of Odisha are very popular. The state has a variety of
dances. Odissi, the classical dance of Orissa is more than
700 years old. There are many traditional festivals. The
famous Jagannatha temple and Chariot Festival in Puri
are one of the manfestations of ot its rich cultural heritage.

Rath Yatra 2021 - Touted as the world’s largest chariot festival, the Rath Yatra in the temple town
of Puri marks the annual procession of Lord Jagannatha along with his brother Lord Balabhadra
and sister Goddess Subhadra from their temple Srimandira to the Gundicha Temple, which is
believed to be the Lord’s garden house and birthplace (two miles away), in elaborately
decorated chariots. It is one of the biggest festivals in Odisha and is attended by hundreds of
thousands of devotees and followers. The last Ratha Yatra was held on July 12 this year.

Konark is well known for the world famous 13th Century
Sun

Temple,

a

masterpiece

of

Odishan

temple

architecture and is a World Heritage monument. The
magnificent temple designed as a gigantic chariot of the
Sun God is a feast for the eyes, a repository of art forms
and

culmination

of

Kalinga

School

of

Temple

Architecture.
Bhubaneshwar, capital of Odisha, the temple city of
India is presently a thriving centre for commerce and
business.

The Lingaraj Temple is an ancient temple

situated in the city of Bhubaneswar and is the largest in the
city. The Lingaraj Temple is famous for its Mahashivratri
celebrations.

+

Cuttack is referred as the cultural capital of Odisha.
Local handicrafts of this state are displayed and traded
in this very city. Cuttack is also known as the silver city
because of its famous silver work. Steeped in history,
Barabati Fort is one of the principal visitor attractions in
Odisha.

Chilika Lake is the largest internal salt water lake in Asia. It is a
paradise on earth for bird watchers and nature lovers. The pearshaped lake is dotted with a few small islands and has fisheries
and salt pans around its shore.

Odissi Dance & Music is a classical form consisting of all the
necessary ingredients common to Hindustani and Karnatic Music.
The famous Odissi dance is evolved from the millennium old
dance form called Mahari that used to be performed at the
temple of Lord Jagannath at Puri by Devadasi dancers called
maharis.
Odisha is known for its excellence in art and craft from the ancient and medieval times. The rich
cultural heritage and traditions continue to be reflected through the creative imagination and
skill of craftsmen of Odisha. The beautiful stone work, silver filigree, wood craft, appliqué work,
brass and bell metal work, dhokra castings, horn work, pattachitra, paper mache, terracotta,
tie & dye textile in cotton, tassar and silk are some of the art and craft from Odisha.

The taste of Odisha: Odiya cuisine is very simple yet delicious. The favorite delicacies include
Pakhala, Pitha, Dalma and Chennapoda. Dalma is lentil cooked with an assortment of
vegetables and spices. Pakhala is rice which is fermented overnight with water and consumed
with an accompaniment of fried vegetables and fish. Pitha is cereal based steamed cake.
Chennapoda is prepared when cottage cheese is mixed with sugar and put in a bowl to give
it the round shape

+

Pakhala

Pitha

Dalma

Chennapoda
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES
The Consulate General of India, Frankfurt published the 4th
Session of its special initiative of interactions between students
and professors. The 4th session featured Dr. Akashrup Banerjee,
Post-Doctoral Fellow at GSI Institute of Nuclear Research,
Darmstadt and Ms. Charu Sharma, Master student from Frankfurt
University of Applied Sciences.
Please visit https://fb.watch/7gKw_aZjiO/
To showcase the unity in diversity of our country on the occasion
of 75 Years of its Independence, Consulate General of India,
Frankfurt in association with Indian community association,
Bengalis and Bharatiyas in Hessen / Rhein-Main Area (BHRM)
presented

a

song,

Mile

Sur

Mera

Tumhara.

Link

:

https://fb.watch/7gKUVjmWj2/
During his visit to Germany, Shri Dinesh K Patnaik, Director General
of Indian Council of Cultural Relations met with the faculty of
Goethe University in Frankfurt. The discussions, inter alia, centred
around Indology with emphasis on contemporary India studies,
inter-religious studies, documentation of India’s Zoroastrian
traditions and culture.
CGI Frankfurt in collaboration with Indian Council of Cultural
Relations and The Tagore Cultural Centre, Berlin organised an
interactive discussion with noted Indologists, Ayurveda and
Yoga experts on 13 July 2021. Addressing the gathering Shri
Dinesh K Patnaik, Director General, ICCR, emphasized the
importance of technology and use of new tools for promotion of
India studies, cullture & popularising Ayurveda and Yoga as India
celebrates #AzadiKaAmritMahotsav.
CGI, Frankfurt in collaboration with German Varsity and
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) brought together experts
from leading educational institutions from India and Germany
to discuss opportunities for India-Germany cooperation in the
education sector.

+

On 5th July, Consul General visited the Philipp’s University in
Marburg and met with President of the University, Prof. Dr.
Katharina Krause and other faculty members. Consul
General also met Indian students presently pursuing their post
graduate and doctoral studies at the university.

Consul General visited Cologne and interacted with the
members of the Organizing Committee of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav

(celebrations

of

75

Years

of

India’s

Independence) in NRW. The discussions centred around the
preparations for the commemoration of this important
milestone.
Consul General visited the Skyline Studios of Radio Frankfurt
and met with Mr Eike Knall, the Marketing Manager. Yoga,
tourism and hospitality sector figured as the priority areas for
strengthening cooperation.

+
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH

Prof. Dr. Almuth Degener, Head of Indology Department, University of Mainz
You have a long experience of dealing with India. What attracted you towards India?
My contact with Indian culture was, for a long time, rather bookish, and in a way, very typical
German. I started with Sanskrit, and only much later did I even become aware of the modern
languages and literatures. My personal experience with India also came extremely late, only after
a prolonged period of being first a promising student, then a housewife. And even now I cannot
boast of having seen much of India or having spent much time in that wonderful country. Apart
from the beauty of the landscape, the magnificent monuments, the cuisine which is maybe the
most delicious in the world, and of course the literature which I like both as a scholar and as a
reader, - what attracts me above all, are the people, my good friends in India, and all kinds of
different people in numerous situations, with their friendliness and creativity.
How the Departments of Indology in Mainz University contributed to promotion of cultural and
educational relations between India and Germany?
In the past few years, there have been a number of events which were received very well by a
larger public. Indian authors came to read from their works, there were academic lectures and
the recital of classical Indian music. We had a scenic performance of Ghalib ghazals with the
performance of a Kathak dancer from Kolkata. Indology cooperated with the Mainz School of
Music for two years, confronting Bachelor of Music Education students with a musical and literary
culture that was quite new to them. By now these students will be teaching at various schools,
and certainly profit from this intercultural experience in classes with children from all kinds of
backgrounds. Several times her Excellency, the Consul General of India, visited Mainz University,
the last time during an event in honour of Mahatma Gandhi which included a fine exhibition of
historical photographs. In corona times, we had an online cooperation which brought students of
German from Delhi University and Hindi students from Mainz together. Contacts among these
students, by whatsapp or social media, are still going on as a result of this classroom cooperation.
Further initiatives were being planned but could not be implemented in time. For despite all efforts,
the university management decided to finally close the Indology Department. From my personal
point of view, a very short-sighted decision.

+

What needs to be done to strengthen cultural and educational relations between India and
Germany?
I believe that institutional support is essential in order to build a framework for what is actually at the
root of intercultural understanding, which is, in my view, personal contact between Indians and
Germans. Cooperation of scholars and artists, exchange of students and researchers, promotion of
Indian-German and German-Indian translation projects, in short: bringing people together, would
certainly strengthen cultural and educational relations. To a certain extent, this can be done through
online communication, but ultimately it is personal, and direct contact, with joint activities in India or
in Germany, which will have a lasting effect.

Since India is celebrating 75 years of her independence and India and Germany are also celebrating
the 70th anniversary of establishment of Diplomatic relations this year, what message would you like
to convey to the people of India in Germany?
India has always been admired for her ancient multicultural, multireligious and multiethnic tradition
and can be proud of it. In Germany which has its own history both of discrimination and of integration,
and which is currently in a phase in which established democratic structures and values of social
coexistence are being discussed controversially, India’s heritage of cultural openness can more than
ever serve as a role model.

धन्यवाद
Danke schön

*Pictures courtesy : https://odishatourism.gov.in/& https://www.holidify.com

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/

+

