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India facing the COVID-19 Challenge 

 

 India’s timely response in the beginning of the Pandemic has proved extremely 

crucial. The continuous efforts taken on war footing in India to test, trace and contain 

the virus have not only resulted in low death and high recovery rates, but it has also 

scaled up the healthcare infrastructure in the country. India’s domestic industries are 

now fully capable of meeting the demands of testing kits, PPEs and masks.  India’s 

successful fight against COVID-19 has been possible through a united efforts and close 

coordination among Central and States governments and public and private enterpris-

es.  

 

 India has supplied essential medicines to about 150 countries to respond to 

the emergency situation. All India Institute of Medical Sciences also imparted training 

and expertise through virtual mode in the SAARC region and beyond with a participa-

tion of more than 800 medical professionals and practitioners from all over the world.  

 

 Government of India announced the welfare programme in March 2020 to 

respond to help those affected by the unprecedented humanitarian crisis and the 

nation wide lockdown. The welfare programme was followed by stimulus package in 

May 2020 to support the revival of economy amid the pandemic.  The Government of 

India also launched the repatriation of Indian citizens in different parts of the world, 

which is by far the largest repatriation exercise undertaken so far in the history.  As a 

result of this, more than 6 lakh Indian nationals have been able to return and join 

their families in India. The appreciation of India’s response and approach to this un-

precedented pandemic by international community firmly acknowledges India’s role 

of a responsible country.  

 

 India’s vaccine to COVID-19 is under trial. For other international producers of 

COVID-19 vaccine, India is likely to be the favourable country to manufacture the vac-

cine. India is the biggest supplier of generics to the world. Over 50 per cent of global 

demand for various vaccines are met by India. Similarly, 40 per cent of generic drugs 

in the US are supplied by India. More than 80 per cent of the antiretroviral drugs used 

globally to combat AIDS are supplied by Indian pharmaceutical firms. Thus, India en-

joys an important role in the global pharmaceuticals sector.  

 

 Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired a high-level meeting on 30th June 

to review the planning and preparations for vaccination against Covid-19, as and 

when the vaccine is available. While highlighting India’s commitment to play an ena-

bling role in the vaccination efforts, Prime Minister directed that detailed planning for 

such large scale vaccination should be undertaken immediately. 

Dr.Amit Telang 

Consul  General  

(The new Consul General Dr. Amit  
Telang joined on 30 July 2020.) 
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2.  India’s approach to development is mainly human-centric and is marked by Respect, Diversity, Care for the future, and 

Sustainable development. For India, the most fundamental principle in cooperation is respecting development partners and 

be guided by their development priorities. India’s development cooperation does not come with any conditions, as stated by 

the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India in his address at the Parliament of Uganda in July 2018, "Our development partnership 

will be guided by your priorities. It will be on terms that will be comfortable for you, that will liberate your potential and not 

constrain your future… We will build as much local capacity and create as many local opportunities as possible”. 

3.  Indian model of developmental cooperation is comprehensive and involves multiple instruments including grant-in-

aid, line of credit and capacity building and technical assistance. Depending on the priorities of partner countries, India’s de-

velopment cooperation ranges from commerce to culture, energy to engineering, health to housing, IT to infrastructure, 

sports to science, disaster relief and humanitarian assistance to restoration and preservation of cultural and heritage assets. 

Lines of Credit 

4.  Development assistance in the form of concessional Lines of Credit (LOCs) is extended by the Government of India 

under the Indian Development and Economic Assistance Scheme (IDEAS) through the Exim Bank of India.More than 300 LOCs 

worth US$ 30.66 billion have been extended to 64 countries. The projects under the LOCs cover critical infrastructure sectors 

such as transport connectivity through railways, roads and ports; power generation and distribution; agriculture and irriga-

tion; manufacturing industries, healthcare, education and capacity building.So far about 300 LoC projects have been com-

pleted while more than 260 projects are under implementation. 

5.  Out of the total LOCs of US$ 30.66 billion, US$ 15.90 billion have been extended to Asian countries, with the largest 

value of commitments having been made in India’s immediate neighbourhood. LOCs worth US$ 7.862 billion have been ex-

tended to Bangladesh, US$ 2.02 billion to Sri Lanka, US$ 1.65 billion to Nepal, US$ 964.80 to Mauritius, US$ 840 million to 

Maldives, US$ 538.90 million to Myanmar and US$ 128 million to Seychelles. 

6.  There is a special focus on regional connectivity initiatives in the neighbourhood under GoI LOCs as these can act as 

force multipliers to accelerate regional growth & development, promote people-to-people contact and encourage trade and 

commerce. A total of 98 connectivity projects for USD 6.93 billion have been taken up under LOCs in 5 countries in our neigh-

bourhood, out of which 44 projects have already been completed. These include: 

(i) Bangladesh: 31 projects (13 already completed). 17 Rail (9 completed), 8 Road (3 completed), 5 Ports/Shipping (1 

completed), 1 Airport. Apart from this, there are 3 Power Transmission Line projects and 1 Telecom project. The 

Power transmission lines for Power Evacuation facilities for the first Nuclear Power Plant of Bangladesh in Rooppur 

worth US$ 1 billion are also being implemented under GoI LOC extended to Bangladesh. 

 

Overview of India’s Development Partnership 

1. The Government of India’s 

approach to Development Partnership 

has been shaped by India’s struggle 

for independence and solidarity with 

other colonized and developing coun-

tries and the inspiring leadership of 

Mahatma Gandhi who said "I do want 

to think in terms of the whole world.  

My patriotism includes the good of 

mankind in general. Therefore, my 

service to India includes the service of 

humanity”. Despite its own resource 

constraints, India has been sharing its 

developmental experiences and tech-

nical expertise with other countries in 

the spirit of "Vasudhaiva Kutumba-

kam”. 
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(ii) Nepal: 43 Road projects (17 already completed). Apart from this there are 4 Power Transmission Line Projects 

(1 completed). These road projects in various parts of Nepal will increase internal connectivity and will help im-

prove transportation linkages with India. 

(iii) Sri Lanka: 19 projects (11 already completed). 16 Rail (9 completed), 2 Road (2 completed) and 1 Port project. 

Reconstruction of Sri Lankan Railways after the civil war has been done primarily through GoI LOCs. 

(iv) Myanmar: 4 projects (3 already completed). 3 Rail (2 completed), 1 Road (1 completed). Apart from this, 

there are 3 Power Transmission (3 completed) and 2 Telecom projects (2 completed). 

7.  India has completed numerous iconic infrastructure projects in partner countries under the Lines of Credit. Some 

of these iconic projects include the Parliament Building of Gambia, the Presidential Palace in Ghana, the Kosti Power pro-

ject in Sudan which provides 1/3rd of the country’s power, the Nyaborongo Power Project in Rwanda which provides 

1/4th of the country’s power, Railway Bridges and Signalling Systems in Bangladesh, the post-war rebuilding of the Sri 

Lankan Railways etc. India is building the first Oil Refinery of Mongolia under LOC at a cost of USD 1.24 billion which will 

provide critical energy security to this landlocked country. India has set up the first ever industrial units in many countries 

like the first Cement Plant of Djibouti, the first Milk Processing Plant of Mauritania, the first Sugar Factory of Ghana etc. 

The Upper Ruvu Water Treatment Plant in Tanzania provides clean drinking water to more than 2 million people in the 

Dar es Salaam area. LoCs have also been extended in many new sectors like defence and solar energy. 

Grant-in-Aid projects 

8.  A number of grant-in-aid projects, aggregating around US$ 4 Billion, covering various sectors such as infrastructure, 

hydroelectricity, power transmission, agriculture, education, health, Industry etc, as prioritized by the host governments, 

are under implementation in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Maldives, Nepal Sri Lanka, Mauritius, Seychelles 

and other countries. Beyond India’s neighbourhood in South East Asia, Central Asia, Africa and Latin America, bilateral 

projects in Information and Computer Technology (lCT), Small & Medium enterprises and archaeological conservation 

have been undertaken. 

9. Iconic projects competed with Government of India grant assistance include construction of Afghan-India Friend-

ship Dam in Afghanistan, Construction of Afghan Parliament Building in Kabul, construction of new ENT hospital project in 

Mauritius, Metro Express Project in Mauritius, Jaffna Cultural Centre in Sri Lanka, Supreme Court building in Mauritius etc. 

Capacity Building and Technical Assistance 

10.  Capacity building assistance is an important strand of India's development partnership programme. The Govern-

ment of India provides capacity building support to other friendly countries in various forms such as civilian and military 

training programmes in India, training on-site abroad, deputation of Indian experts, establishment of centres of excellence 

in IT and vocational training centres. 

11.  Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) programme, instituted in 1964, now covers around 160 partner 

countries from Asia, Africa, East Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean as well as Pacific and Small Island countries. The 

ITEC Programme comprises mostly of short term training courses organised annually across Indian public institutions in 

various streams for govt. officials and working professionals. The Programme has grown organically from about 4000 

training slots in 2006-07 to around 14000 slots (including defence training) in 2019-20. During 2019-20, civilian training 

slots were offered under ITEC in over 383 courses across 98 institutions in a wide and diverse range areas. These include 

disciplines such as Engineering and Technology; Government Functions; Environment and Climate Change; Agriculture; 

Banking, Finance, Accounts and Audit; English Language; Health and Yoga; Petroleum; ICT; Journalism; Management and 

Leadership; Power, renewable & Alternate Energy, including solar; Rural Development; Women Empowerment etc. 

12.  New modalities like e-ITEC, ITEC-Onsite and ITEC executive have been included in the bouquet of ITEC offerings 

from 2018 onwards. 

Overview of India’s Development Partnership 
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India for Humanity 

13. In October 2018, the ‘India for Humanity’ initiative was launched to commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of 

Mahatma Gandhi and honour his service to humanity. In collaboration with the NGO Bhagwan Mahaveer Viklang Sahayata 

Samiti (BMVSS), popularly known as "Jaipur Foot,” the programme features year-long series of artificial limb fitment camps 

in a number of countries. A number of artificial limb fitment camps have already been organized in several countries in 

Asia and Africa. 

14.  In the current Corona crisis, India has extended COVID-related medical assistance including testing kits, protective 

gear and Hydorxychloroquine and other medicines to around 90 plus countries across the globe and its role as a reliable 

supplier of pharmaceauticals and medicines is globally recognised and appreciated. 

15.  Apart from supply of medical relief, India also extended technical assistance by way of despatching rapid response 

teams to Kuwait and Maldives. 

16.  Several e-ITEC webinars on handling the Corona pandemic have also been hosted for sharing experience and best 

practices with experts from other countries. 

Cooperation in Cultural and Heritage projects 

17.  With Government of India’s assistance programme more than 50 cultural and heritage projects have been complet-

ed, including restoration of Ananda Temple; Shwedagon Pagoda (Myanmar), restoration of Thiruketheeswaram temple; 

installation of Replica of Sarnath Buddha; Indian Gallery at Sacred Tooth Relic Temple, Kandy (Srilanka), reconstruction of 

various Dzongs; Tango Buddhist College (Bhutan), renovation of Bala Tiripura Sundari Temple; construction of 

Dharamshalas-Pashupathinath temple (Nepal), conserving Girish Chandra Sen’s Residence as Museum; Manipuri Cultural 

complex at Maulvibazar (Bangladesh), restoration of Mosques (Maldives), restoration of stor Palance; Blue Mosque 

(Afghanistan), setting up of National Archives and Library (Mauritius), built National War Memorial (Tribute to Indian Sol-

diers in World War I) (France), borobudur and Prambanan temples (Indonesia), gifting statue of Lord Buddha to Gandan 

Monastery (Mongolia), conservation of My Son Group of Temples (Vietnam), conservation of Vat Phou Shiva temple (Laos), 

conservation of Ta Prohm, Angkor Wat, Preah Vihar temples (Cambodia), Torana gate (Malaysia). Currently around 25 cul-

tural and heritage projects are under implementation in various countries. 

Overview of India’s Development Partnership 
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 550th birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev ji   

Former Consul General Smt. Pratibha Parkar, accompanied by Mr. A.N. Ojha, Consul (Cons), visited 

several Gurudwaras within the Consulate’s jurisdiction to plant trees in connection with the 

550th Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev ji celebrated over the world. The visit originally planned in 

April, could only take place in July due to COVID-19 situation.  

Consul General visited Gurudwaras in Offenbach, Frankfurt, Essen, Aachen & Cologne and met 

the Presidents and other office bearers there. Apart from planting trees in each of these Gurud-

waras, Consul General also handed over mementos to the Presidents in recognition to their sup-

port to Indian community. She commended them for spreading Guru Nanak Devji's teachings of 

love, peace, equality and brotherhood. Sikh Sangat helped the Indian community to a great ex-

tent especially during the COVID-19 lockdown by providing shelter, medicines and essential 

commodities. 
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Culture & Tourism 

Hyderabad, India 

Charminar  

The capital City of Telangana , Hyderabad with its unmatched blend of history and modernity, hypnotizes eve-
ryone, whoever sets his/her foot in this beautiful city of Nizams. With a history as old as 400 years and the sta-
tus of metropolitan city, Hyderabad promises a unique refreshing experience to all. 

From historical monuments to natural getaways to mouth-watering world famous cuisine to appealing shop-

ping places and thrilling entertainment parks, this city has it all to keep you glued. 

Located on the banks of the Musi River, the city of Hyderabad was established in 1591 CE by Muhammad Quli 
Qutb Shahies. The city is noted for its unique culture, a lineage which can be traced back to the Asaf Jahi rulers, 
who were great patrons of literature, art,architecture, culture, jewelry collection and rich food.  

Hyderabad can be divided into the historic city established by Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah on the southern 
side of the Musi River that forms the Old City, while the New City encompasses the urbanised area on the 
northern banks.  

Most of the historical attractions are situated in the old city. Here is a list of the most popular tourist spots in 
Hyderabad; the ones which you mustn’t not miss:  

The very well known Charminar of Hyderabad is locat-
ed at the Old City. This square shaped structure with 
a height of 56 m and breadth of 30 m was construct-
ed in 1591. It was built by Sultan Mohammed Quli 
Qutb Shah in the honor of his wife Bhagmati.  

Also referred as the ‘Arc de Triomphe of the East’, 
Charminar is adorned with four towers in each cor-
ner. The minarets on each side, is of 48.7 m height, 
each with four storeys. Chaminar has a small mosque 
as well on the top floor. There are 45 prayer spaces 
which are still visited by people, particularly on Fri-
days. Lighting in the evening is quite glamorous and 
makes for a worth watching site. 

Located atop 280-foot-high hillock of Kalapahad, the 
beautiful Birla Mandir has derived its name from the 
industrialist Birlas who have constructed Birla tem-
ples in various parts of the country. 

Constructed in 1976, it is said it took close to 2000 
tonnes of white marbles to build this stunning temple 
which was brought from Rajasthan.  

The temple has 11 ft. tall statue of Lord Lakshminara-

yana with a magnificent lotus carved around it. It also 

has separate shrines for deities such as Venkateswa-

ra, 'Padmavati' and 'Andal' as well. The complex also 

houses a separate temple of Lord Bhudda. 

Birla Mandir 
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Culture & Tourism 

Golkonda Fort  

Ramoji Film City 

Just 11 km away from the city, the architectural marvel 
Golconda Fort is well connected to the rest of the city. 
Built by Qutub Shahi Kings, this fort presents an im-
pressive structure, with eight gates and 87 bastions. 

Its impressive structure has majestic walls which are as 
high as 15 to 18 foot and a parameter of close to 11 
km. Along with brilliant architecture, this fort also cap-
tivates its visitors with its system of acoustics, its water 
supply system, 'Rahban' cannon and Ramdas’ prison 
which has carved Hindu deity in it. 

Since 1991, Ramoji Film City has been alluring 
tourists from every corner of the country. 
One of the largest film studios in the world, it 
has the capacity to house almost 50 film units 
within a given point of time. 

It is also listed in Guinness Book of World Rec-
ords as well. Spread over 2500 acres, it is situ-
ated about 30 km away from Hyderabad. Its 
brilliant architecture and sound technical fa-
cilities make it suitable for all the pre and post 
production of a film. 

Hussain Sagar Lake 

Connecting the twin cities, Hussain Sagar Lake 
boasts of being the largest artificial lake in Asia. 
On the tributary of Musi River, it was excavated 
during Ibrahim Quli Qutub Shah’s reign, in 1562 
AD. It has got its name after Hussain Shah Wali. 

The main attraction is 16 m high white granite 

statue of Lord Bhudda with a weight of 350 

tonnes, situated at the middle of the lake. 
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Culture & Tourism 

Chowmahalla Palace 

Salar Jung Museum 

Chowmahalla Palace, with literal meaning of 
‘four palaces’ in Urdu language was built in the 
18th century. It was during the reign of fifth Ni-
zam, Afzar-ud-Daulah, Asaf Jav V, from 1857 to 
1869, that the palace was completed. 

Initially spread across an area of 45 acres, the 
palace now covers 12 acres of land. The palace 
has two courtyards – the northern courtyard 
and the southern courtyard. 

 

At the banks of Musi River, Salar Jung Museum is 
located. With an impressive collection of 43000 
art objects, 9000 manuscripts and 47000 printed 
books, it is considered to be one of the biggest 
one-man collections of the world. This museum 
has 38 galleries with 20 galleries in 1st floor 
while the rest 18 galleries on the 2nd floor.  

The artifacts of the museums are primarily col-
lected by Mir Yousuf Ali Khan (Salar Jung III) and 
Nawab Turab Ali Khan (Salar Jung I) along with a 
few of his descendants. 

Birla Planetarium 

Inaugurated by the late Sri N.T. Rama Rao in 
1985, dome shaped Birla Planetarium is situated 
in the heart of the city, at Naubat Pahad. 

Developed with the technical help from Japan, 
planetarium offers four sections, each offering a 
unique opportunity to explore the unknown. In-
teractive science centre, Window on Science, Ar-
chaeology Center and the Nirmala Birla Art Gal-
lery and Dinosaurium are the four section of the 
planetarium. 

Sky show, which is conducted every day, is one 

of its most attractive features. The Section 

‘Window on Science’ is another popular feature. 
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Culture & Tourism 

Bonalu is a Dravidian traditional Hindu festival centered on the Goddess Mahakali. This festival is celebrated annually in 
the Telangana twin cities of Hyderabad and Secunderabad, as well as in other parts of the state. It is celebrated in the 
month of Ashada Masam, in July and/or August.  Women dress up in the traditional Sari along with jewels and other ac-
cessories during the occasion. Teenage Girls adorn Half-Sarees along with jewels to reflect the traditional grace of the 
attire. Some women face a spell of trace where they dance with the balancing pots to the rhythmic beats made by drums 
in honor of the Goddess. 

. 

 

Special poojas are performed for goddess Yellamma during the first 
and last day of the festival. The festival is considered as a form of 
thanksgiving to the Goddess after the fulfillment of vows. Bonam 
literally means Meal in Telugu, which is an offering to the Mother 
Goddess. Women folk in household prepare rice that is cooked 
along with Milk, Jaggery in a New Earthen or Brass Pot, which is 
adorned with Neem Leaves, Turmeric and Vermilion. Women carry 
these pots on their heads and make an offering of Bonam, including 
Bangles and Saree to the Mother Goddess at Temples. Bonalu in-
volves worship of Kali in her various forms such Mysamma, 
Pochamma, Yellamma, Dokkalamma, Pedamma, Poleramma, 
Ankalamma, Maremma, Nookalamma etc.  

 

.Bonalu is celebrated in various parts of the city. On the first 
Sunday of Aashadham, celebrations are held at the temple 
at Golconda Fort, Telangana state in India. On the second 
Sunday, at Balkampet Yellamma temple in Balkampet 
and Ujjaini Mahakali Temple in Secunderabad and the third 
Sunday, at the pochamma and katta maisamma temple 
of chilkalguda and the Matheswari temple of Lal Darwaza in 
the Old City of Hyderabad. Akkanna Madanna temple in 
Haribowli, and Muthyalamma temple in Shah Ali Banda are 
among other temples where Bonalu is celebrated. Every 
year, lakhs of devotees congregate to pay obeisance 
to Mahankali. 

 

The festival concludes with immersion of Ghatam. Ghatam is a 
copper pot, decorated in the form of Mother Goddess. The Gha-
tam is carried by a priest, who wears a traditional Dhoti, and 
whose body is smeared with turmeric. The Ghatam is taken into 
procession from the first day of the festival until the last day 
when it is immersed in water. The Ghatam is usually accompa-
nied by drums. The ghatam of Haribowli's Akkanna Madanna 
Temple leads the procession, placed a top an elephant and ac-
companied by mounted horses and models depicting Akkanna 
and Madanna. It ends in the evening with a glittering procession 
and display followed by immersion of ghatams at Nayapul  

The festival has a carnival-like atmosphere, where thousands of people wait along the main streets of Laldarvaja  nayapul 
and watch the exquisitely and elaborately decorated Ghatams. Young men dance in a unique style to the drum beats and 
folk songs alongside Pothuraju, and dress-up in various mythological roles.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkanna_Madanna_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akkanna_Madanna_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nayapul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carnival
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Hydrabadi chicken Biryani 
 

Ingredients: 

1 Kg chicken, 1 tbsp salt,1 tbsp ginger garlic paste,1 

tbsp red chilli paste,1 tbsp green chilli paste, to taste 

sauted brown onions, 1/2 tbsp cardamom powder,3-4 

Cinnamon sticks,1 tbsp cumin seeds,4 Cloves,A pinch 

of mace , to taste mint leaves, 2 tbsp lemon juice,250 

gms curd,4 tbsp clarified butter,750 gms semi cooked 

rice,1 tsp saffron,1/2 cup water,1/2 cup oil 

Receipe :  

1. Clean the chicken. Now in a bowl add 

chicken, salt, ginger garlic paste, red chilli 

powder, green chilli paste, sauteed brown 

onions, cardamom powder, cinnamon, 

cumin seeds, cloves, mace, mint leaves 

and lemon juice.  

2. Mix all of these ingredients thoroughly to-

gether.  

3. Soak rice in water for about 30 minutes.  

4. Now in a bowl boil water by seasoning with 

shah jeera, salt, oil and bring to boil.  

5. Then add rice to cook, once the rice is half 

cooked drain the water.  

6.  In a deeper vessel pan, add marinated 

chicken spread at the bottom and then add 

half cooked rice, mint leaves, onion fried, 

saffron colour and cook for 30 minutes with 

a closed lid or by covering with a cloth be-

fore closing lid.  

7. Hyderabadi chicken Biryani is ready to eat. 

Garnish it with boiled eggs, sliced carrots, 

cucumbers and serve hot.  

YOGA ASANA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Trikonasana (Triangle Pose) :  

 
Trikoasana prevents flat foot. Stretches and 
strengthens the thighs, knees, and ankles. Stimu-
lates the abdominal organs.  
 

How to do Trikonasana: 

• Stand on your feet comfortably apart. 
 
• Slowly raise both the arms sideways till 

they are horizontal. 
 
• Exhale, slowly bend to the right side and 

place the right hand just behind the right 
ankle. 

 
• The left arm is straight up , in line with the 

right arm. 
 
• Turn your head and gaze at the tip of the 

left middle finger. 
 
• Remain in the posture for 10-30 seconds 

with normal breathing. 
 
• As you inhale slowly come up. 
 
• Repeat for the left side. 
 

Precautions : 

Avoid doing this pose if you are suffering from 
migraine, diarrhea, low or high blood pressure, 
or neck and back injuries.  
 

 


